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SMALL BUSINESS — BEAUFORT STREET 

500. Ms L. METTAM to the Premier: 

Yesterday, the Leader of the Opposition, shadow Treasurer and I met with the people in struggling businesses on 
Beaufort Street. What does the Premier say to the business owners of Beaufort Street who complain that the 
significant falls in discretionary expenditure under his watch, as a result of his $850 a year cost-of-living increases, 
is hurting their businesses? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

I have a great deal of empathy, sympathy and support for small business in Western Australia. I assume when the 
member for Vasse spoke to them, she advised them of the previous government’s three land tax increases on them, 
and its $2 000-plus increases in fees and charges when it was in office. I am sure she advised them of that, because 
that would be in the interest of full disclosure. 

Ms L. Mettam interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Vasse! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I want to ensure that the people of Beaufort Street—a very important strip, I used to spend 
time there some years ago—are aware of a few things. This government has done a range of things to support 
them. Firstly, we implemented liquor reform to cut red tape for operators. The Minister for Racing and Gaming 
has put that in place—another round. The member for Vasse might recall that the last time Labor was in office, 
we had to overcome the opposition of some members of the Liberal Party in order to provide the small bar and 
restaurant reforms that allowed people to sell liquor without a meal and to open up small bars. All those small bars 
we see across Western Australia, of which there are now 129, are a consequence of those reforms that Labor 
brought in last time it was in office. On top of that, the member can advise them of the new employer incentive 
scheme to provide support for small businesses to employ apprentices and trainees. That was not in place before. 
She can advise them of the fact that under this government the increases in the price of water and electricity have 
been half the rate of what was put in place under the last government. She can advise them of the fact that we are 
bringing in a range of subcontractor reforms, so that those people who are subcontractors—whom some of them 
may well be, or they may have family members engaged in subcontracting—will have greater certainty and 
security when they contract to bigger businesses. She can advise them of the support that we are providing the 
Small Business Development Corporation to ensure that it has the financial and legislative capacity to take action 
on their behalf, and also that we passed the Western Australian Jobs Act, to ensure, as I outlined before, that there 
is as much spend as possible. We now have 90 per cent local content in those Western Australian projects I referred 
to. The member can advise them of all those things next time she goes there. 
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